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THE ART THEATRE
IN 1937

By A. H. THOMAS

|

HAVE been doing some mental arithmelic about Brisbane's Art
T heaire movement. Nol so many vears ago the sum tolal of this
aclivily was three performances a year by the Brisbane Repertory

But this year al least 32 full length plavs, and at least 50 one
acl plays, involving the performance of over 600 speaking parts, with
dramatic enlertainment provided for more than 51 nights in the vear,
have been provided purely and simply out of voluntary effort, and with
no thought of gain or reward by those who participale in il.

I have confined my arithmetical ab-
bérations to the major productions of
each of the art theatre organisations,
and have besn compelled to ignore the
private productions of one act plays,
and those performed at regular
monthly meetings of the wvarlous
socleties. One organisatlon alone per-
formed 23 of them, In addition to four
major productions. It is the same
with nearly all of the art theatre
groups. And because the informatlon
wan kindly compiled for me I gquole
the Brisbane Amateur Theatres'
figure to Indicate o what realms ol
higher mathematice we will be led
|If we took inlp consideration these

nne-act productions, Their 28
one-act plays and four Lhree-aci plays
for the yenr provide us with the fol-
lowing statistics:

In the three-act plays 42 different
| membera played the 53 paris in them.
In the 2% pne-act playa 100 people took
part. In the sum total 121 members
playved 228 speaking parts. Eighteen
differant producers were employed in
theae productions,

The Brinbane Heprrtory Theatre hua
had A moat busy year. In the eight
plays publicly produced there wepe 127
apeaking parts played by T8 persons
on 17 nightms of the year

The Twelfth MNight Theatre gnave
nine major productions Invaelving 134
speaking parts played on nine nights
by 83 persons.

The W F A Dramatle Sariste alhived
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by 33 person.

The W E A Dramatlc Snciely plaved
threa full length plays and five one
act plays Invelving €7 parts (num-

ber of actual performers not avall-
able), And in their major produe-
tions the Brisbane Amateur eatres
presented four major plays with 53
parts employing 52 persons.

. In these four major sociecties alone
thercfore we find that there were 24
major productions and one evenin
of five one-act plays, Involving 38
speaking paris played on 41 nights
of the vear.

And that by no means exhaust the
activity. A host of smaller organisa-
tiona have been active as well. The
Little Cinema productions for 1837
employed 41 speaking parts jnﬂgre-
eenling one major three-aet produc-
tions and seven one-act plays.

TIME EFFORT AND ENTHUSIASM,

How much time and efforts do thess
Ngures represent.  The W.E A, Society,
for Instance, spent 5 nights in rehear-
sals alone. This society's work has been
notable [or the high quality of the plays
it has produced, J. B Fagan's “And So
to Hed," based on the life of Samuel
Pepys, was the most difficult play pre-
sented this veur. although in produclion
difficulties “ldiot's Delight,” Hobert
Sherwood's war plav, ran it close with
difficult off stage effects and a most dif-
ficult climax at  the end. “Lrreen
Waters.," of Max Catto, maintained the
standard and was entirely apart in type.
The society doos not lack cournge. as is
evidenced by their production last year
of "Street Seenée.” with 0 cast ve ad | b
in the All Spints’ Hall with a stage aboul
five times ton small for the task., Mr
George Enlon was mamnly responsible for
rhig endeavour, although this year Miss
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rthig endeavour, although this year Miss
Marjorie Man! was guest producer for
the last production. In the seven veard
the sociely has been operating some 6BU
first class productions had been  pre-
setited, Next vear even higger and better
productions are plannecd

The Brubane Repertory Theatre has &
hmgger memberahup, and s activitles are
spread more diffusely over o bigger per-
sonnel, Thus snlvy 13 performers  have
appeared in three productions or more
And the curious facl s that the record
number for the yecar goes not lo  pro-
minent members of the society who take
major roles, but o ople whno are use
[ul in minor parts E“K Cameron holds
the record with gix  performances, anrd
Robert Risson with five (two of them
béing in the one play’. W, Shand Finlay
had four. Tom MeMinn fouws Duleie
Scotl, W, Williams, Nigel Jackson, Naneoy
Fowies. Tom Pollard. 5 A Clapyvhan, G
Marshall, Ludo Gordon and J. Younp
three each

TWELFTH NIGHT'S FINE RECORD.

The Twelfth Night Thentre hax hod &
remarkably successful yoear Perhaps
the most nteresting feature  of  the
viars work hog been the amount of

goad character studies that have cropped
up he T ;'|I||. thie e 1h||-||ﬂ'r'|nl|l 1!|1,' P
cluetions If e were called upon to
|i|‘v|'h'1r' ]:"I!' destinalion of o p;lr|-'| miedal
domated Tor the best Individual perform-

ance i the Twelfth  Night Theatre
work for the vear there would be head-
avhes milend R cal! fog rbanee
Bobhette  Ferpgussou's performance in
*Hav Fover" Moy Buleock®™ n *© Cit
{ r:|r||r " Mariorie Mants in “'Preciows
Rane” and Startay Hildehrandrs
* Lovatties Aar even Laidn ordm
“(ld puildy” n " Precious Bane

mm
mh":i:lr Fer 's a8 “Mrs. Sarmn”™ In
me . The standa "
Eenerally Eu o Mk

Perhaps this s due & fact that
50,

is due to
membership i=
o Hmited to and

la ha
three or munE H“ucth‘.;e.. "}E,,,,;E"’ gmirf

don and Len le i

six each for th:y :!'zmtl"d i
Brisbane Amateur Theatres or-

ﬁn‘hluiliu:} has been tﬂﬂrum]r active

our r

Milne's * B-uanﬂmmmmm'ﬁ' '&

Bill_nfl Divorcement,” “Leave it to

Psmith,” by lan Hay and P. G. Wode-

hnu.ui. and Noel Coward's “ The Young

Idea™) and its 28 one-act plays.

Both the tory Theatre and the
Twelfth Night tre use one-act plays
extensively for the training of promising
talent, and although sum:llu of these
ﬂrﬁl;i‘?‘nimn ;re not available the figures

A
"'-gleﬁ’ 8 -::m:;gi quoted could be sabstan-
tting out the figures in tabula
form for the more active bodlnuwn ﬂ':nri'
the following interesting pasition:—

National Library of Australia

Telegraph (Brisbane, QId. : 1872 - 1947), Saturday 4 December 1937, page 15 (2)

ih;"f:;ulj wiC JOTE ACUVEe bDodles we find

owing interesting tion:
H:-E“ud. Parts “Hi :
r
Repertory produ played. performed
t L
SRR
Night
Theatre .. .. 0 134
Wf.‘aé Drama-
tic Soci .. d
Bri.uhnnel'ty Y
Amateur
Theatres .. .. 4 53 ]
Unity Theatre 4 174 T
Little Cinema . 3 41 ]
51

32 506

ev[:nﬁi to 'l;e frgnrmd in lhi: tllble thlrt tth

g_of five one act plays o e
W.E.A. Society is accounted as one major
production, and the two evenings of one
act plays by the Little Cinema group
a8 one major production each. The
Unity Theatre played in all 12 plays
but these were composed of reveats o
their popular successes.

LUDO GORDON IS HARD
WORKER.

The Im for the greatest amouni of
work done by an individual plaver for
the year goes to Mr. Ludo Gordon with

nine performances of major roles—six
with the Twelfth Night atre and
Tom McMinn

three with Repertory,
runs him a close second with 8—four
each for these two organisations. Esther
Jones plaved 8, Staniey Hildebrandt &,
these again being shared by the two
societies,

A great deal of useful discusslon ean
arise from these figures. Next wesk |
hope to examine them more carefully
and see what deductions can be drawn
therefrom
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MIS5S BARBARA SISLEY
( Repertory Producer)
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